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The scorching sun has turned on its blazing glare on the earth, the air is laden with the heady aroma
of mango sprouts, cuckoos rent the air with their scintillating tills. It is this time of the year when we
herald the auspicious advent of the Bengali New Year.

Every mortal heralds New Year with a vow. We, the devotees and disciples of Sree Sree Maa, embrace
it with dual purpose. On one hand, we take a vow to lead the future year with more piety amongst us, more
compassion to others and more devotion to the Almighty. Parallely, it is an occasion when we reminisce
about the divine play (“leela”) of a spiritual luminary and pay our humble homage to his/her lotus feet.
With this purpose, we dedicate this issue of Hiranyagarbha to the haloed memory of Prabhu Jagatbandhu
Sundar, the divine incarnate of Lord Krishna, who bestowed his unfathomable compassion on mankind
from a sleepy hamlet in the then East Bengal. He was Jagadguru, the Supreme Godhead incarnate, the
purushottam premabatar of Lord Sri Krishna Himself. Bright as the sun, refreshing as the moon, pure as a
glittering rivulet, He was an incarnate of divine compassion (“prema”) and joy. Once He revealed to his
closest spiritual companions that he had come down on this earth to usher in the spiritual unification of
the divine leelas of Lord Krishna and Shri Gouranga. He believed that true religion of the world is one and
the only one, while the outward expressions are many. All living creatures and inanimate objects of this
universe are bound together by an unbounded incessant flow of underlying spiritual “justice” that is
Dharma. Identification of oneself with the intrinsic presence of the Supreme Lord is the source of all
happiness. He laid great emphasis on Hari-naama as the only saviour from the worldly sins of Kali Yuga
and as the means of Maha-Uddharan or Great Deliverance. Once He said “Dikshaguru mantra dey kane,
Jagatguru mantra dey prane”, meaning a spiritual guru utters sacred words into the ears of a disciple
while the Universal guru or the Supreme Lord transforms the mind of mankind as a whole.

On this auspicious occasion of New Year, let all of us join our hands in reverence and pray to
Prabhu Jagatbandhu, the divine Hari-Purush, to liberate us from the shackles of petty sins to make
ourselves worthy of His compassion.
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